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The history of Camp Orchard Hill dates back 
to 1972, when it was purchased by the Evangeli-
cal Free Church of America. In the 47 years that 
followed, Camp Orchard Hill has become a non-de-
nominational Christian camp, serving over 12,000 
guests annually.

Executive Director Jim Payne’s association with 
Camp Orchard Hill began in 1996, and he became 
the camp’s executive director two years later in 
1998. Re� ecting on his history with Camp Orchard 
Hill, Jim commented, “Camp was a great place for 

my wife Sarah and I to raise our two children, Grant and Madeline. We’re now empty nesters but enjoy 
interacting with thousands of kids every year. It’s been exciting to see camp grow and God has cer-
tainly blessed our ministry! ”

Indeed, the camp done quite a bit of growing over the past few decades. In addition to the camp’s 
summer day and overnight camps, Camp Orchard Hill also offers family camps, as well as men’s and 
women’s retreats. “We’re more than what people typically think of as a traditional camp,” Jim said. As 
part of its mission, Camp Orchard Hill also seeks to be actively responsive to community needs. For 
example, in the wake of a recent Dallas School District strike, the camp established a daily program that 
provided child care options for those who needed it. The camp has enjoyed a close relationship with 
several schools in the Wyoming Valley; Camp Orchard Hill offers students a summer camp experience 
through its scholarship program, and many camp staff members help at various after-school programs in 
the area.

As for upcoming events, Camp Orchard Hill is preparing to hold its 11th Christmas at Camp Event 
from December 16th to the 27th. Fitting with the camp’s mission of meeting community needs, the 
event originated in the Christmas season of 2008, when the camp welcomed nearly 70 homeless men 
from Mother Teresa’s Haven, an emergency shelter in Wilkes-Barre. For two weeks, Camp Orchard Hill 
provided these men with shelter, clothing, and food, including a banquet in their honor on Christmas Day. Since then, Christmas at Camp has become 
tradition, with hundreds of volunteers pitching in and donating each year. “Many of these men are in danger of losing all hope,” Jim said. “Our goal is to 
show them that there is hope beyond their present situation and that God loves them, we love them, and we are here to help meet their needs.”

Looking further ahead, the camp is already quickly selling out of spots for Winterblast 2020, weekend camp sessions of winter activities and worship, 
held from January to March. To learn more about upcoming events, to 
donate, or � nd out about volunteering opportunities, visit camporchard-
hill.com

For 65 years, the Circle Centre for the Arts has provided NEPA 
citizens with the opportunity to enjoy the exchange of culture right 
in their own backyard. Since 2011, the Art League has been located 
on South Franklin Street in Wilkes-Barre, but it originally began in 
1954, when a group of artists aimed to improve the cultural standing 
of Wilkes-Barre and the surrounding area. Due to this initiative, the 
Circle Centre now stands as a beacon of artistic expression and advo-
cacy in the Wyoming Valley.

Don Armstrong, president of the Art League, sees great importance 
in spreading the arts to any and all demographics in the area. “We’re 
in our 65th year,” Don said, “and we’re very much committed to the 
arts and we really want to create a positive and vibrant impact in the 
community.” This outreach and impact takes shape in the form of 

the various programs and galleries held by the Art League on a regular basis. This past spring, for 
example, the Circle Centre held its spring juried art exhibit, showcasing nearly 100 different works, 
running concurrently with the Fine Arts Fiesta. The Centre strives to exhibit both local and out-of-
town artists, and is proud to host monthly opening receptions for these exhibitions, twelve months 
a year.

The Circle Centre also seeks to encourage a camaraderie and sharing of knowledge amongst 
artists, and they offer an array of classes and workshops in their efforts to do so. Among these 
classes are twice-a-month “Life Drawing” classes, and coming soon in January of 2020 is a series 
of printmaking workshops. Other events, like Sundays at the Circle, skew more theatrical or musi-
cal in nature; an upcoming Sunday at the Circle event is the annual reading of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, featuring a collective of familiar Wyoming Valley faces like Tony Brooks and Erika 
Funke as readers.

The Circle Centre also prides itself on its community outreach endeavors; twice a month, the 
organization teaches art classes at Ruth’s Place Women’s Shelter. Don Armstrong and Coordinator 
Robert Husty also noted that the Centre has a close relationship with K-12 schools all around the 
valley. Don noted, “We offer gallery tours to quite a few schools. Art programs are kind of being 
pushed to the side in public schools, but we’re trying to let the children know they have an outlet 
for art at the Circle Centre.”

To learn more about the Art League, � nd out about upcoming events, and make donations, visit their website at wyomingvalleyartleague.org. You 
can also visit the Circle Centre in person on Tuesdays through Thurs-
days from 12 to 4 p.m., and during their 3rd Friday Art Walks on every 
third Friday of each month.




